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CHANDAMAMA 

(>««., IJtttr CIUKlUftSI 

w E ii very L! tad ?o place I his issue m 
y ni,i r hands li irutnmti mn ' has 
been tippcnHiip in seven f rirlKiit hmvnuiEes, 
Now iL hits Netum appealing m English too 
Ever vbody i-* fond of stories Fhc^e is h 
great jin in rcudiny or listciijnc to u nke 
story. In olden days some king* en i f 
story-tellers m order to derive this joy. 
Some of ihc teachers fold their pupils tales 
of wi land wisdom instead of dry lessons 
And l Item? pupils got really educated by 
listening to them 

Those days arc pone h it ihs stories have 
remained. '■ Ckaadumapa n brings to you 
these v^im.% old itoric> and gives you tht- 
simejoy rhai king n *d.l tEriv _■ I from thcii 
story Hellene. The charm of the stories is 
enhanced by nice and colour* til illustrations. 
We hope you will like tbfa fefflie immensely. 
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THE FRONT COVER 



Many of von, no doubt, heard of Noah and his Ark 
and the Flood There is a similar, bin slightly different, 
story in our mythology. It runs thus 

Vaivaswaiu, the grout Mamt, was doing penance on l he 
bunks of the Ganges. One day lie Ibund a small fish 
inside his water bowl. And the fish said, M 0 Manu, 
put me where I shall be sale from bigger fish. 1 * 

So the Manu put the fish iri a small lub and in a tew 
days the fish was too big for the tub. So he transferred 
the Osh to a smalt pond- Soon the fish was too big for 
the pond too. The Manu transferred it to the Ganges. 

The fish still kept growing. One day ii said, “O Mann, 
Mother Ganges is not deep enough for me. So I am 
going out into Ihc open sea. Bui. before T go, I want 
to tell you one thing. There is a huge flood coming. 
The cm ire urea lion will be destroyed. Obtain a boat 
and fill it with seeds of all important plants. Get the 
Seven Grtai Rishis into (he boat, Then I shall come 
and help you." 

The Hood came, The Manu obtained a boat and filled 
it with all sorts of seeds. He also took into his boat the 
Seven Great Risliis. The mighty Fish who was none 
other than Lord Vishnu tugged the boat to a Himalayan 
peak where it remained till the Hood receded 

Later, Vaivaswata, the Mann, started recreation on earth. 
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A* ■ he time when ItuhmaduU 
was the ruler of Bunaras, the 
Bodhisalva; was employed as the 
kind's procurator. 

The procurator's job wjis to 
buy the various properties and 
cum nu.nl i lies that were required 
tor state purposes He had to he 
an expert in csiimaiing the value 
of things 

The Bodhisatva would buy 
elephants, horses, gold, stiver 
and so cm Tor (he kingdom and 
pay the merchants who brought 
i hem. 

As procurator (he BodhiMitvu 
was; very capable, so that the 
royal stores were always filled 
with the right things and the 
best things, He was also very 
thoughtful mid foreseeing m Ins 
ynjrchHses, m> that I he adminis- 



tration never held up for 1 Ik 
wain of a particular commodity 
which was urgently needed. Me 
was nisi i very fair- minded in his 
dealings with merchants and tra- 
ders from olhcrtruiinT' us, so that 
the name of Biumas was respec- 
ted in fnoofl places 

Now. Kmc Brahmudutl was 
a miser. He thought that Jm 
procurator was paying too much 
1 1 «r ever tilling and squandering 
away the state moneys. 14 At this 
rate 1 shall he bankrupt in no 
time/' he said to himself. 

I he next act or the king was to 
dismiss the Ltndhisalva and 
appoint some one else in his 
place. This he did in the easiest 
possible manner. He opened ihc 
window of his chamber and 
looked down There were some 
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of his altemlorm landing about. 
He selected one of them at 
i and am and ordered him to come 
up. When Uns unknown and 
mhiginfieniil fellow Caine up, the 
king told him, “From oow on 
you a re my procurator." 

I lie king llojed that a common 
felloe wilitouUmy rank or status 
would buy nothing wiihriut hig- 
gling and haggling itmi would Itc 
more ccononjical in his pur- 
chase*. But this part iculor man 
was quits a h»ol and tin: king 
didn't know it 

The new procurator could not 
distinguish between a donkey and 



r ^ ^ ❖ <■ 

a horse but he was an cxpei t m 
offering a<;toundmply low value 
for anything he had rn buv. 

The merchants who came from 
fur off countries could hardly kick 
up rows with the king's official. 
So they used to susiain huge 
looses "i state purchases. They 
lud to make good these losses 
somewhere ehc. 

In his niouVly to buy cheap 
tilings the new procurator bought 
usc/css and u mean fed things. 
These began to accumulate in the 
royal stoic. Even when some of 
them were stolen no one fell 
i heir loss 

I he foolish procurator could 
nut guess what commodities 
would be required in the near 
future. Administration was often 
held up for waul of something 
which was urgently needed, 
Above nil the name of Barbaras 
acquired i verv had reputation 
abroad and good merchants 
stopped going to that city for 
fear o| the procurator 

One day a merchant arrived at 
Ban liras with five hundred horses 
of very good breed. The king 
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came to know of it and instructed 
his procurator to buy them up. 

The procurator called for the 
merchant, looked over the horses 
and fixed their price^a measure 
of rice f 

The merchant was astounded 
but did not protest. Bui straight- 
away lie sought the BoJIusatva, 
the ex -procure or, and told him 
what had happened, 

'* flic new procure lor scents to 
be a queer person, E depend 
upon you, w\ lo see (hat 1 get 
justice/ 1 the mere hunt said. 

The Budhisaiva pondered over 
the problem for a white and said : 

“ When you go to court uj- 
morrow t o receive the value I'.ir 
your horses, ask the procurator 
what Ijc is going to pay Wnen 
he says, s measure oi rice, ask 
hint wimt the value ol a measure 
of rice is. Lgt us sec what will 
happen next. I Ipo shall be in 
the court, 1 * 

The merchant put his faith in 
the Bodhisatvu. thanked him and 
took his leave, 

Next day, in court the mer- 
chant addressed the procurator 




and said, "Sir, you bought from 
me five hundred horses of r Tie 
Ih-si variety. May I know before 
WTfnev<? what f am g(’iug t.> be 

paid for them V 
*’ Why, a measure of rice* of 
course, l told you -so. yesterday/' ' 
replied the procurator. 

This reply amazed everyone in 
the court, including the king. 

The merchant pul Ids next 
question, P1 And may 1 know be- 
fore witnesses what the value of 
a measure of rive may be? " 

'* Ah, anyone can tell you dial 
the value of a measure of rice is 
exactly equal to the value of the 
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kingdom ol‘ Ban anis and her de- 
pendencies/' said I he procurator 
I ike anyone who is considered 
lo he a good bargainer the pro* 
curator was exaggerating the 
value of what he was paying and 
depreciating what he was Imt/iitg, 
Bn! being a horn tool, hcmerdid 
it I'hat was afJ. 

The amre couj I resounded 

§ 

with peek of laughter at t he 
stupidity of the procurator. 

Some uf them even made jokes 
a ho Lit it hy cs! imutfng hinv many 
kingdoms cadi one of Them could 
buy wall lice stored in their 
houses, m howimny days a 
good cater could gobble up a 
kingdom and so on 

The only person who could 
not enjoy the joke were tile 
foolish procurator and the as- 
hamed king who employed him. 
When some of the couriicrs usked 



the procurator to buy them a 
couple of palaces for a handful 
office, the king hem his head in 
mortHicaifon. 

T he Bodhisaiva deckled to put 
.1 stop to this jocularity. He 
stood up and said 
“Do not mock at a man for his 
ignorance. When u man is on- 
trusted with ,1 job for which he 
h not qualified he is bound to 
make laughing-stock of himself 
sooner or later. It is not this 
poor fellow's fault that he was 
made the procurator.” 

The kmy raised his head and 
said, “ five fault was mine, 
O Bodlusatva, | have learnt my 
lesson. No one can du wrong 
except the king/ 1 
The kine at once removed the 
new man from the job of procu- 
rator and put the Bodhisimu 
back m Im place. 





WHO I Of THE THIEF? 



yyluk* king Pruscuajit was rtiF 
my die city or Srayasih^ u 
destitute Brahman came to that 
City in search of livelihood. For- 
i Lioaidy for him he found favour 
with the rich merchants there. 
Betides enough of food and 
dolhina. he accum ul a ted a 
good d:al of money. He con- 
verted all tilts- money into - j . 
thousand gold piece* ;ind 



secretly honed ii at a certain 
place in the woods. 

Every day he used to go to 
the woods am! mate sore that 
no one loudftd hi* treasure. 

But one da> the Brahman went 
to the sjxjt usual and found 
to his horror that vome one h id 
made away with hi* hoard ol 
gold. Aiemcelhe poor Bruimum 
went crazy with sorrow. He ran 
to the city crying loudly, beat- 
ing his chest and idling every 
one that Uh gold was stolen. 
Seeing no one to share hi* great 
sorrow, the Brahman decided to 
kill into the river and end his 
wretched life. 

King P r a s c n a j t i who was 
returning from a bath in the river 
met him and learnt about the 
tragedy that belt II the Brahman. 

"Why do you wane in kill 
yourself, O lirahnmn ?” said the 
JCmy. M J am here to inquire into 
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any theft that k committed in 
this kingdom. l sh.ill restore 
your lojit treasure or compensate 
you from mv treasury. Now, tell 
flic 1 whether there Wu* any murk 
to indicate the spot where you 
buried the gold." 



“ Yc^, *ire. There wiis a wild 
cucumber plant om my treasure. 
Nqw j that too is gone/' replied 
the Drulmun. 



fl There may he many such 
plums m the woods. How cun 
that be a proper murk?** said 
Ihe King. 
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"No, sire. This was the only 
wild cucumber plant in the enhre 
vicinity,** the Brahman replied. 

** Now, tell me, could any one 
have known that you have 
hidden your gold in the woods?'* 
asked the king 

‘‘Not a ’Onl Nor did any 
one ever follow me to the woods'' 
the Brnhiram replied. 

Die king went IP his pa hoc 
ami thought over the problem till 
he loutid a wav lo catch the man 
who took the gold. 

He called his minister and said 
to him* "l do not feel quite 
well, J should like to see some 
doctors ( an you please arrange 
i brine lo me every doctor in 
the City *7 ** 

It was soon done. Ah the 
doctors assembled outride the 
kin g Vpri va tc ^ f 3 a m be r A s cnc h 
doctor was ushered in, the king 
asked him* ll Who nrc your 

present patients? What medi- 
cines have you given lhem? ,r The 
doctor* answered these questions 
and the king sent them away. 
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Al last one doctor said, 11 Sire, 
ycslerday l gave (he juice of a 
wild cucumber plant to the rich 

merchant, Malri-duH/’ 

The king Immediately goi inte- 
rested find said, ** t see. Where 
could you get llirx plant V' 
t+ 5ipc, it is not a common plant 
in these parti. My servant found 

il m the wood* alki a great deal 
of searching, 1 1 replied the doctor 
41 We would like your servant 
to present himself before us at 
once," iht king told the doctor 



Soon the doctor's servant was 
standing before the king, 

“ What did you do with the 

gold which you found when you 
dug up the wild cucumber 

plan! ?'* the ting asked hint* 
The doctor v servant turned 
pale uL this question. Shivering 
with fear he replied, “1 kepi it 
safe in my house. Your Majesty," 
11 That tine \ said the King. 

** Thai gold belongs to such-and- 
such u Brahman. Restore it to 
him at once." 
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The servant took lejve, feeling 
as thu hr had been saved 
from the gallows. 

Now. the minister was-wa (ch- 
in g Lhc entire proceedings with- 
out LmdersM ruling a thing. He 
was very much iipprcJMd whh 
the ease with which the King 
bid hi S k hands on the red evil- 
prii. He wanted to know' how 
the King could do it. 

The King smiled at flic mini- 
ster's question ynd said: 

“ My job was lo Tint! out 
wliiah one out ni the entire popu- 
Lit ion o-f the- city could base dug 
up that gold According to the 
U r a It in .3 n nobody knew (hut 
there was gold under the plum 
So whoever thought of digging 
at that spot must have done so 



for the plant hut not for the gold. 

There wns no such pltrnt any- 
where else in the neighbourhood. 
So if any one itd need the plant 
he had Ui die Wv where the gold 
was hidden, Had anyone dug 
only for the gold, he would have 
thrown the plant away, Unless 
the man came for the plant, both 
the phi m and the gold need not 
have disappeared. 

" Now. who would be fit need 
of a wild cucumber plant except 
n doctor? What all I had to do 
was to call up all the doctors in 
t lie cits and line! cult which of 
them used this plant for medical 
purposed 

The minister was amoved, at 
the powers of deduction display- 
ed by King Prasenujit- 







In the city of Ralnupur there 
were two young friend* Called 
Shiva and Madhava They had 
heard that the King of I 'gain 
had a flu whit called Shimkara* 
swmui who amassed a !oi of 
weatih and concealed it under- 
ground. They wanted U> yet it. 

Shiva arrived in UJJain first, 
disguised as a Brahman bachelor, 
lie entered a iu afh on ihe bunks 
of the Siftt/u Hfs entire property 
consisted of a begging-bowl und 
a docr-skm, Shiva would smear 
his whole both wit h mud, bathe 
m the river and stand on his head 
for n white facing Ihe sun. Then 
he would eo ui the temple of 
Lord Shivp, and worship the 



god w nh pure while llowers 
Fits! noon, lie would heg food 
at iliree doors only, divide it 
into three equal (Xirts, throw 
one part to the birth, give one 
putt to ihe hungry und cat I he 
I bird part himself . In short, Shiva 
was living up u> i he ideal of 11 
pious Brahman bachelor mendi- 
cant. And people said, ■’ Oh, 
whaL a great man! How pure 
he is ! " 

A fie r a few day* Madhava loo 
entered Ujfmrt, He was dressed 
hkc a rich prince with a retinue 
and e .1 ?,k e t * of wca h h, He 
acquired su liable lodgings and 
went for a bath in die Si fir a. 
There he saw Shiva standing on 
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his licud will) his eyes dosed 
in penance. At once Madtmva 
prostrated himself before Shiva 
exclaiming, *■ How fortunate 
ihiu I should meet you again. 
Holy Miiid M By Urn Shiva knew 
that M&dhavii hod arrived, bui he 
did not even open hk eyes, 

T hat night Shiva and Modltva 
met secretly and had a good time 
eating and drinking, They ako 
made plans lo rob the King's 
Pufohit of hk secret wealth 
Next day Modhavu went to 
the f Mishit with :i gift of fine 
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doilies und told him. “Sir, I am a 
prince, Madhavaby name iconic 
from tire South. I have born 
swindled by people of my own 
elan and come to spend my days 
in this distant place. S lack no 
wealth* Bui my attendants insist 
that 1 get engaged as a courtier. 
1 know you are the best man to 
help me in this matter. 1 can 
repay you in several ways, 11 

The King s Purohit, Shankara- 
swami was a covetous fellow, 
h was said that lie had a hair 
share in every gift the King 
had made to any one during 
several years He had filled hi* 
wealth in seven pots which he 
buried in his back yard. 

Shan ka ra s w ami easily man aged 
to get Madhava employed in the 
King's Court He also suggested 
that Madhava should reside m 3ns 
own house and get all an iconics 
and comforts. 

Now ivtadlmva was comfor- 
tably lodged in S hunk ants warm's 
house. Everyday would attend 
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court and conic home. In I he 
evening he would take <*ut a 

jewel or two out of a full in.? 
and show the huge diamonds 
and oilier precious stones to 
Shuukaruswiimh 

After some 4a ss Madhava be- 
gan complaining il ml he had 
dyspepsia and stopped taking 
any food In a few days He 
became emaciated due to starva- 
tion and took to bed. One day 
he called the purohit and told 
him, M Dear Mr, I am going to 



die, l want to give away all my 
wealth to i\ holy man, Kindly 

find u proper man and bring 
him to me " 

The putohii brought severnl 
Brahmans but Madluiva turned 
alt of them down, sayinc, ,- For 
heaven's sake, can t you hnd a 
belter man?" 

At last same of the neighbours 
advised the fmnthii to had out 
the holy bachelor who was resid^ 
ing a( the math* The pnnhit 
found Shiva and requested him, 
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Sir, come along and accept 
the jetift of some precious stones 
from a dying man/' 

Sfuvu laughed and said, “I am 
a bachelor. What am I to do 
with precious stones? Go and 
Dud some family man who will 
enjoy l he gift/' 

M No. no, Don‘1 say i\m. The 
dying man wants some one like 
you You need not he a bachelor 
all your life. Take this gift, marry 
and be happy." said the purahii, 
“l am a stranger here. No one 
will give hh daughter in marrb 
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age to me. So, please, leave me 
alone. ' said Shiva. 

" t will give you my daughter 
Only, come at unce and take (he 
gift. That man is at den i It '* door/’ 
said I he pumhit, 

Shiva followed the fat j amt lohis 
house and took the gift of the 
precious jug. saying, " I do not 
know wliai thin jug contains. 
I am taking it only for the salts- 
faction oT i he dying mun " 

But the man did nut die. As 
by magic Madhava began to feel 
better and better, Slowly he be 
gan tu take nourishment and 
within a Tew days was restored 
to complete health. 

" There is not t lie least doubt 
that the gift J made to the liujy 
man washed away all my .sins 
and saved me from the jaws of 
death, ' Mad ha i a announced to 
every one. 

Tile fnnohit kept his word 
and gave Khiva his daughter in 
marriage. Soon after, Mitdhava 
found separate lodgings for Jnni- 
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self. Shiva took his place and 
enjoyed [he hofpiudiiy that was 
due to him as a sotvindiiw. 

One day Shiva told his father - 
indaw, 41 I've lived long enough 
under your mol, It is tiimtr Lhai 
I set up my own home wiib my 
wife. What all I have is the giA 
I reserved from Madhava, As 
I ain't live hy gold and pre- 
cious stones, I wtsh that you 
take it and give me money in 
exchange. 

The falher-mdaw said. “My 
boy, we cannot assess the value 
of all those gems so easily. 41 

Shiva replied l * 1 do not cate 
for the value nf the gift. If was 
you who had it given to me and 
ii is you I want to give it to. 
Give me as much money os you 
have and 1 shall be satisfied/ 

Shanks raswami duj* up the 
wealth he had buried in the back- 
yard and transferred ii to his 
Eondndnw, lie was -ifraid dim 
lil< son-in-law might go hack 
upon his word. So he executed 




letters of sale and got them pr o- 
perly signed and attested. With 
this money Shiva *cl up house 
and gave half if it it? Madhava 

as was originally arranged be- 
tween Them. 

After a time the fturohii picked 
out one jewel from the jug and 
took it to a diamond merchant 
to find its value. 

He had a shock when the mer- 
chant examined H briefly and 
returned il saying, “This is a 
fake. The*? are hits^ of cheap 
glass studded in brass " 
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The pviohii jiiiti! the entire 
contents of (he jar for examina- 
tion ami was told dm there was 
neither a jirarn ol‘ gold nor a 
single previous stone hi the entire 
Idt. \ !e hod heeti l li dm* a c h 1 y 

swindled. 

In a peal rage the /wraAif went 

lei his i in-law and demanded. 

# 

‘Give me Kick .ill my money. 1 
gave it away for a potfat of 

brass and gtossT 
Shiva got wild. *‘How date you 

icjy that to me now V I was lead- 
ing a pious life until you made 
me give ii up* got me this fraud- 
ulem gift am) pul me to the 
yoke of faintly life. The deal is 
legally closed between u$. II 
you sustained u loss* go and utsk 
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Madliuvi Ibr arv explanation," 
he shouted at his hither-in-law 

In alter anguish the putohii 
ran to Madhavit and charged him 
with cheating Mndhava retorted 
h> calling him a fool. He Vtiid. 
“That jug wav in our possession 
for ages and ages. When 1 was 
face to face with death J gifted it 
away to n pious man. As a p&suft 
of that f got hack my health. 
What j* my crime? Did I try 
to sell the stull to some one 
at :i fata- price? Did yen j;ivc 
me a pic of the safe* money ? 
Why blame me like a fool?" 

Now it was clear to the pumkit 
that nobody waste blame except 
himself li wu* his own avarice 
I hat brought him this di*. I Stef 
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A long lime hack King Chitra- 
sen ruled t lie ble of Ktindalint. 
At ihe lime of our story he hud 
been on fhe throne for only two 
years. YtU he had made every 
effort to sec that his subjects 
were happy and contested and 
h]% rule rivalled jfam Rvj* To- 
wards this end he had cut all 
taxes by hall 

The people were really happy 
that the burden of luxes was 
reduced, flicy praised their king 
in verse and sum:. The good 
name vi King Chiirascn echoed 
from every corner of his island 
kingdom, 



This was all 10 the ^ood Yet. 
even us the e<nxJ name of the 
kmg was spreading fur and wide, 
the treasury f vegan to rim dry. 
As i he money dwindled in thr 
royaf eolfers die administration 
became topsyturvy. 

The chief minister was. hew 
ever, a clever fellow. He had 
foreseen some of ihe conse- 
quences I fe hud a ho been wnm* 
mg (he king Time and again 
Only, the king hem upon 
doing good mIiis people and the 
minister's word fell upon deal 
eurs. So ultimately the minister 
had In give up. 
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Now the treasury was quite 
empty, The minister had to 
do something about it. So he 
approached (he king and sub- 
mitted to him rcspccilutl), '‘Sire, 
it is [rue (hut our subjects arc 
happy. But then, the state is 
bankrupt Nothing am l?e done 
without money, t cannot dis- 
charge my duties unless I can 
gci things done. So I request 
you to relieve me of my res- 
ponsibility ” 

"Has it come to that the 
king asked in surprise. 
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“ + 1 hate to say this, silt. Bui 
the hu lance in our treasury is 
hardly enough to pay the garden- 
ers of our palace. In another 
week the monthly payment of 
salaries for our administrative 
sun as well as the military falls 
due/’ I he minister replied. 

“ Is that so? we slml] decide 
something m court tomorrow, 
Sec to u that all the ministers 
and most of the importan citizens 
shall attend, ,l the king mid 

The minister nodded Ins head 
but he could not guess svJiai the 
king intended to do. Promul- 
gation of new taxes was the only 
way of averting disaster Hold- 
ing court was going to solve no 
problem, the minister thought 
Anyway the king had to be 
obeyed* 

When the people heard the 
an n on n ee i nen t as king c ve ry one 
to attend court, (hey did mu 
know what it was all about. They 
began to guess according their 
individual fancies. Koine people 
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nctuully wcnl about saying. 
“ Mark my words. The good 
king ts gi'iny Ui do away with all 
tuxes this time/' Quite a few 
credulous people believed thi> 
rumour to I rue. 

Next day the court was filled 
ii> overflowing with the many 
Diinisters and other officials as 
wdlus many an important ciiucn. 
King Chitr-iscri entered the 
ebon nod sat on the throne, At 
the king's command the chid 
minister addressed she gathering 
with these words. 

11 We have had she fortune of 
being ruled by u kind and charit- 
able line of kings. I lies have 
always treated their snhjccis us 
their own progeny. The ijvcs 
that were levied nn us have al- 
ways been purely nominal. But 
even these have been induced by 
half m the present regime, as i- 
known to one and all of you. 
Now has arisen she question, 
how to administer the land with 
^ueli meagre taxes 



Spine one stood up amone die 
crowd and asked the chief minis- 
ter. ” Is ii twee via rv to tax the 
people in order to car ry on with 

the administration ?** 

T) is question nma?cd every- 
one This chief minister nearly 
had a p.i. tint he con Mulled him 
self and went on : 

1 Compute for yourself, Whut 
is the population of our kingdom? 
What would ii cud to provide 
amenities for the entire popula- 
tion Hi; s;ck need medicine 
and treatment Gro>vinr child 
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ivn require education, Any 
momertl encmi<^ might attack 
the laud and oiit defence forces 
must be there to protect us. How 
can oil i best expend be met 
except through la nation ? Where 
else arc we to look to for the 
funds to provide our people with 
all shese amenities? It is the 
duly of every cUi/cn in under- 
stand (axes and r heir purpose," 
At this point the king interrup- 
ted (he chief minister and said* 
"What the chief minister sues Is 
quite true, But it a matter o( 
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doubt wltethcj we can tesiore tlto 
old taxes and collect them easily/' 
There were whisperings all over 
i he ecum One bold fellow stood 
up and said, 11 Your Highness, 
you should think twice before 
you increase the taxes again* 
For one thing it will be a great 
blow to the good name sou have 
achieved fur and wide, It is not a 
small matter that a king should 
go back upon his own word* 
Mink well, Vosji Highness* 
ihmk well I ** 

The king amid see that there 
was some truth in these words, 
h was out of the question that 
he should restore the reduced 
taves ami lose the good name he 
had been earning ever since he 
ascended die throne. So, other 
ways ni List be found to solve the 
present problem. 

11 We certainly do not intend 
to go back upon a decision 
which was once made/' he- said, 

w 

"The taxer shall noi he enhanced, 
nor new taxes levied. On the 
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other hand the min liter has ex- 
plained to you the nature of the 
present problem. Lei some one 
come forward with a solution/* 

There was a hush over the 
entire court, People looked al 
each other and sau only blank 
faces. The silence was broken 
by the comma nder-in-chief who 
stood up and said, " Your High 
ness, it is nut very difficult to fill 
the coffers. There h a way oj 
doing it. But, it is j matter of 
great secrecy and I can reveal 
ii to Your Highness only in 
strict privacy/' 

So t a private audience of the 
king was granted to the com- 
mandcr-in-chief at ten o'clock 
that night in the royal gardens 

Meanwhile the courtiers 
wondered what was up the sleeve 
of the commander -in -chief. They 
had to content lEiemselves w it It 
the thought that the secret would 
be out next day. 




of ten and met the kmg. He 
said to the king ; 



" Sire, our problem is to make 
Ihe people happy and establish 
H(tm Raj, It is not to be hoped 
that wc will be able lo raise a 
pic more through taxes. That 
leavo us with only one choice. 
Let us loot other kingdoms. 
It is one of the legitimate rights 
of kinjghood- It is for this very 
purpose dial armies and their 
commanders arc maintained/* 

I agree with yuu, Samarseih 
But ours is an isle surrounded by 



The commander- in -chief went 
to the royal gardens at the stroke 
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the ocean. Imagine for u moment 
how much navy and military 
might is required 10 cross the 
Ocean and conquer foreign tern* 
fory," l lie king said 
"Sire, f shall answer lor our 
military might/ replied Sanw- 
'.vn. the comma ndcr-in*chicf 
“Then 1 leave Hie entire thing 
to you,” said the king. "For 
conscription and other things you 
will he requiring the royal author- 
ity. So luke (lie iQyal seal ' 
f he com m a nder-j n -chic f took 
the seal from the king and 
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departed, He assembled all his 
military chiefs and u?ld them 
about l he conversation he had 
with the king They appeared 
to agree with the king in hiv 
doubts. Hut the commander- i 
chief 'laid : 

M You miht remember that oui 
purpose is only to crow the 
ocean and loot other lands. We 
do not intend to conquer oi 
subjugate them. I believe that 
we have enough military strength 
far our present purpose/* 

Some one objected, "But 
while we take away our armies 
abroad, the king will be left 
helpless in caw of a people's 
uprising/' 

* J tn the name oi Mother 
Kuodalini such a calamity can 
be very easily averted/* said 
an old veteran, "An internal 
revolution is bound to be headed 
by the youth. We must con $crip r 
all ihe young fcIhmsT 

Tins was considered a wise 
measure. A pmelam.n ion was 
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at once drawn up consenpung 
all male ritlJEns between fifteen 
and forty and the royal seal was 
put to il. 

The next day onwa rds mil rj ary 
officers went round the various 

villages with copies of the pro 
damn t ion and drafted all avail- 
able young men into the army 
Not all, however, joined willingly. 
" For heaven s sake. don’t draft 
us ami lake us, away from our 
kith and km- We would rathe; 
pay taxes to any extent," they 
pleaded, in min. 

While those who voluntarily 
joined in the army went along 
with the officers, those who 
protested and resisted were tied 
hand and fool and dragged 
away mercilessly. 

Some people went on a depot ■ 
non lo tile king and complained 
against the conscription. 

4 ‘ It cannot Ik helped. ’* said 
the king. "Some of you have 
already praised me in song and 
verse for my cons idem teness in 




reducing Ltxb. Ii 1 enhance 
them again you will again w rite 
songs and verses, abusing ine 
this time. You know that we 
never go hack Upon our deci- 
sion, What we have decided 
upon shall take place/' 

The conscription was over and 
one auspicious day the armies 
£os into ihc military vessels. 
I List as the king said, "Sun". 

10 the troc^HSaiTying vessels, 
some one saw n mighty cornel in 
the south-eastern direction. Its 
head was glowing Fright like the 
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moon and Elv enormous tail was 
flung across the sky. 

Soon every one was gflzing at 
it. Awc~s1mcfc* some of them 
said, ** An ill- omen 3 ° 

The court-astrologer too con- 
sidered ibis as a bad omen and 
suggested that the boats should 
postpone their voyage and a 
more propitious time he chosen. 
The commander- in - chief 
scoffed at this and said. "‘I never 
heard such nonsense in my life. 
We have got the bravest soldiers 
in the world.. What harm can 
the comet do to them m) " 

The astrologer tried to persist 
but to no purpose. lire king 
himself was inclined to agree 
with the commander-in -chief 
and the astrologer had to retreat. 



As for the anxiety of the soldiery 
no one was bothered about it 
As a matter of fact there was 
no tunc to lose An expedition 
like this was bound to take 
of time. Thccommandur-in-cma 
had a hig task before him. He 
had 10 cross (he ocean, tight his 
way into other countries, toot 
[hem and come back, Then only 
could the coffers be filled and the 

economic crisis averted. Thai 
was the reason whv the 
comm under- in -chief ignored the 
ill-omen. The tong too supported 
him for the same reason 
Finally, Use commander-in-chief 
gave the order and the ships, 
setting sad, headed south-easi 
in the direction of the comet 
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In u cerium villnae there was a 
shepherd who had hundreds of 
goats hut no land. Thinking 
that these goals would menace 
their fields, (lie villagers warned 
the shepherd dial lie should leave 
the village or buy some land. 

Su the shepherd raised a loan 
and bought a small strip of land 
This plot was so barren that 
nothing but mmre could be sown 
m it It turned out ifrat even 
i he maize crop the shepherd 
raised in it was very poor. 

After some lime the .shepherd's 
sight began to fail and his young 
son took charge of the Held. 

One day the three deities of 
Harvest. Wealth and Courage 
came by the shepherd's field 
arguing as \o which one ol them 
was the most powerful 



11 Look at this field.’ said Hie 
goddess of Harvest. “If only it 
yields a good harvest tilts 
shepherd boy will not have a 
single problem, I shall enter the 
field and make it rich." So 
saying, she vat in the maize field. 

■ | am the real benefactor of 
mankind. See what l can do to 
this poor boy,’ T said tlw godtfc&£ 
of Wealth. She turned herself 
into 3 hag of money and waited 
by the path* 

“ Alt your efforts arc useless if 
t sit upon In'! head." said the 
goddess of Courage. She at once 
sat upon the shepherd boy's head 
When Harvest sat in it, rhe 
field was completely transformed. 
M.dze stocks of enormous height 
stood thick in ih< field, their 
heads hem down with huge ear 
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of com But the young shepherd 
got freightened at the sight, be- 
cause Courage was sitting on his 
lu-ad He started home lo report 
to his father that a s' range disease 
had overtaken the maize. 

This boy took the path by 
which lay the hag of money. But 
he said to himsdr, ** Let me see 
how far t can walk with my eyes 
diut.‘ i 1 le did mu open hi\ eyes 
um H he p issed die bag of money. 

Reaching home, Ibe boy told 
his father (hat die crop was 
ruined by some pest and sug- 
lifted i iiai they sfiould sell the 



si rip of land ,ii any price. His 
birr iJ father agreed to sdl il if 
only there was anyone to buy it. 

The boy returned to die field 
and saw a stranger gazing at the 
unique maize crop. He was a 
trader. He saw many countries 
but nowhere did he see maize of 
such quality. He approached I he 
shepherd boy, learnt I hsi( the 
Held belonged to him and ottered 
to buy it at a good price. 
Prompted by the goddess of 
Wealth who was trying her best 
Eo dn good to the boy t the trader 
offered to keep the boy m Ids 
service on n monthly pay. 

The trader emptied all his 
carts and tilled them wiih the 
unique maize, leaf, stalk and car. 
He took the boy wiLh him and 
proceeded on hU journey. 

Presently the caravan reached 

a city, Ihc trader took speci- 
mens ol his inaSro to the king 
and said, ” Perhaps Your 
Highness notr saw maize the 
like at Ids I have plenty of it. 

I shall pari with a cart-load in 
exchange for an elephant with a 
howdah* If this corn were to be 
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planted iti your kingdom* your 
people need never starve ' 

the kin« took one cartload of 
tile com and jeavc line trader an 
ctephmi tn exchange Then ider 
sold another curt loud to some ot 
the rich landlord* ol the city 
With litis money he dressed the 
boy in royal brocade so dial he 
looked like a prince* I he n,ufcr 
put him on the elephant and 
proceeded on. He told every 
cine, on the way, that ihe you mu 
man ri ling the elephant whs the 
kins 11 lc Lund tiold and 

that lie was his minister Thus 
they arrived at the neM city 



The kmg of th i! place was 
already aware of the coming 
of the king and his minister from 
the I and of Gold and received 
them with grcai pomp and 
honour. He pot them rp In the 
Palace of Mirrors and L rented 
them grandly, 

Attn Idod and rc>i Ihc trader 
took the hoy to the king's 
on nr l lie s;in1 s H 'Tii mu' 

kingdom even the poorer land 
yields Midi go Men maize. Tlixil 
i' why one un ncc nothing hui 
gold an yw here in our bud/’ 

The king and queen thuudn 
I hat it would he nice W they 







could marry that daughter 10 
this King of Gold When they 
made dm suggestion to the 
trader, he said Ui 4 i c he would 
find out hiN kingV mind. 

back at Hie lodge die trader 
told the boy* “you are to marry 1 
the king's daughter/' The boy 
refused in honor, saying that the 
regi.il ladies were shrews, 
“Scoundrel! Vow forget that 
you me my hireling* Disobey 
me and I shall break yt ur 
hones, 1 '* said the trader, lie 
wen! back to the king and 
reported that his king consented 



* + -fr <y * * * * > + + 4* #» + + 

to the marriage. 14 But/* he 
wanted the king, ’"the marriage 
shall take place according to the 
customs prevailing in our land." 

On rhe day of nwriage r 
palanquin was sent to the Palace 
of Mirror! I * > f 0 1 c h the 
bridegroom* The boy was 
carried out of the house, tied 
hand and foot, and was da uped 
in ihe palanquin by four 
im« nis. this was taken lo he 
one of the l u stums of ibc l and 

of Gold 

Ihe marriage ceremony over 
i he bridegroom was sent to the 
bridal chamber 

The trader told lltc king, 
’'Two soldiers shall wait outride 
the chamber with drawn swords 
and threaten to kill ihe bride* 
groom if the tries to escape before 
ihe bride arrives/' This too was 
i aken to be one oi ihe queer 
customs cl the l and of Gold. 

Looking round the gorgeously 
decorated and brilUumly lit 
bed-chamber, the shepherd hoy 
thought that it must he the 
icmple of the Goddess to whom 



he was going to he sacrificed. 
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He tried to run away hill the 
man at die gate showed him (he 
sword and frightened him. 

The princess arrived and he 
though! ii was (he (ioddess 
** Here she com in to gobble me 
up!" he said* In despuration 
he gave the princes* u mighty 
push and bolted out of Use room* 
When he reached ihc lodge, Ihc 
trader gnve him i sound thrash- 
ing and said, ” Worthless w retch ! 
1 mil rry the princess lo you ind 
you mn away from her!' 

Nwl day the king Ml Tor the 
trader and asked Inm, " WhlU 
made your king so angry with 
my daughter that he pushed her 
away and ten her T‘ 

■ Don’t you know thui ruin 
poured down like elephant trunks 
last night?" said the trader. 
M Naturally the king was indig- 
nant that such a time was chosen 
lor him to nitre! the bride.’’ 

The king order lii\ purohit* to 
he whipped for this blunder 
and demanded that they fin a 
better matmrai for ihc consum- 
mation of his daughter’s marri- 
age with the King of Gold. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ <* a* a* ■+ ♦ a* 




The jmtohiLri apologised for 
i heir mistake and fixed another 
t mthural the next night, But 
once again ihc shepherd boy ran 
away from his bride and got 
thrashed by the trader Once 
again the trader was put to the 
(rouble of Answering Ihc king, 

“Your pur&kik seem to be 
ignorant fools. Last night it 

appears that rain fell like elephant 
heads," the trader told the king, 
Tlte purohft* Were again chas* 
EiStfd and they fixed another 
mvhnra1 t the very tast one, the 
Third night. 
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"It you rim hack to night I 
shall certainly cut off your head 
and go my way;'" the trader 
warned the shepherd youth. 

“ Hither the Goddess eats me 
or the trader kills me One way 
or the other I am tided to die to 
mghC' the shepherd thought as 
he sat awaiting the princes 
You must remember j hat the 
goddess of Courage was still 
sill ing upon ibe poor shepherds' 
Ireac. Site now turned to her 
‘iwo companions and asked iliem, 
“ Is there any more good you 
can do lo this poor fool?" 

The goddesses of Harvest and 
Wealth accepted ddcal and beg 
ged thdr companion to 
them protege and she cmimcdown 
from the head of the shepherd 
youth, Just then the princess 
stepped into the eJ lumber. 



There wn^ a remurkabte change 
in the shepherd. He got up on 
seeing tiie princess and approa 
died her. He accosted her court- 
eously and made formal in- 
quirks about her health and 
m> on. f’hc pci r ice vs as t cry glad 
lO li rtd lier husband so decorous 
and cultured. 

Thanks to the goddc>s of 
Courage tltc poor shepherd boy 
HOW bee u me a prince and the 
husband of a princess. He Settled 
m the same place and became 
king after his ftuher-tn-fow. The 
trader became bis minister and 
served hi> master faithfully. 

Ever since, ihe goddesses ol 
Harvest and Wealih walk only 
behind the goddess of Courage 
Ttuuse whom the goddess of 
( mirage avoids the goddesses of 
Harvest and Wealth aHo avoid. 





In Kashmir there wa£ pace 
a rich and nobli- youth cubed 
Pravitra, He started on a pilgti* 
mage \o acc the world l riionu 
natdy one cii* y he fell into the 
hands of robbers who robbed 
him even ot his clothes. Ofesstng 
himself m i he discarded clothes 
of the robbers, Pravura walked 
many day* wiihoiii food or steep 
and at last reached a strange city 
it vva\ flight. Pruvuru was too 
proud jo bee for food or shelter. 
No one offered him what he was 
ashamed to ash. Jk readied the 
Ling% stables near the city wall, 
found u pni! nearby and lay down 
on it. Ai once he was overcome 
with sleep. 



King Juy.Lseflu ruled this city 
He had a charming and inlelhgcui 
daughter culled Kandumavulli. 
On hcrattumiftg wooumhcuKi the 
king slopped her studies and fixed 
up her marriage. The princess 
was. not in favour of this mar 
tinge She hud always wanted to 
marry one who was her match in 
all respects. Rather limn agree to 
this marriage, die wanted to tail 
away from home* see the wide 
world, find a worthy man and 
marry him 

To run away from home she 
needed help. The minister's son 
was her co-student and a dose 
friend of hers* So the princess 
secretly sent word to him. in* 
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six acting him to wan for her 
near the* stables with a couple 
of horses that very night. Hie 
minister's son was ready to help 
her hut he wos prevented from 
doing so ta&autfc his father in- 
sisted (hat he too should attend 
a dance performance which was 
arranged at die points 
Tliis same performance helped 
the princess to escape. She pr*> 
tended to have a headache 
When i lie royal family was 
engrossed in the dunce* she climb* 
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ed down the city wall by the 
help of n chain and came to I lie 

stahlcs. It was verv dark and she 

* 

ihrught it was the min liter's son 
that was sleeping on the pi&l 
She woke him up rudely saying. 
“Get up! Now can you sleep 
when there is so much to do? 
Go >u once and hr mg two horses. 
We must he going," 

Pm vara woke up heavy with 
sleep. He brought two horses 
from the stable, The princess 
got upon one of them and led the 
way asking him to follow her on 
the other. They travelled all 
night without ,1 stop. The princ- 
ess wanted 10 he as far away 
from home as possible before 
daybreak, She thought she could 
explain things to her companion 
next morning. 

By morning they arrived near 
a tank. Imagine the surprise of 
the princess when she turned to 
her companion and found that he 
was a total stranger. He looked 
more like a thief than anything 
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else. She realised her mistake 
and fell like shedding tears. Out 
there was m* going back. Her 
father would order her to be 
killed mcidfesdy. 

The princes* sat down on the 
ground and looked away from 
Pravara. Pnivarndid not attempt 
to speak to her, He broke a 
couple of twigs from a tree and 
threw one of them before her so 
that she could brush her teeth. 
In silence they finished their 
ablutions, mounted their horses 
and rode on (ill they came to 
a river. 

A fcrry-bcwii was about to 
cross the river. An aged woman 
whs entreating the boatman to 
take Iter on the boat free of 
charge and I he boatman was 
insisting on payment Since 
Pravnra too had no money with 
him, he looked at his companion. 
The princess threw a gold coin 
tit his feet- Pravarn gave this 
coin to i he boatman and told the 
old woman to enure along. 




\flcr eroding she river the old 
lady thanked Pravara She 
mistook the couple to he wife 
*md husband and offered her sell 
as a cook to therm 

+ A1J right, granny. You can 
share our late**' Pruvara told 
the imploring woman. 

By noon they readied a city 
called Md.mag.iT They went 10 
a choultry, bad food and rented 
Liters for the day. Next morning 
Pravara went to the market place 
nml offered lo give the merchants 
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daily predictions which would 
lie profitable tn them A few 
merchants bought Hk predict! 
and he went Kick with- some 
food MU tf\ Tnc old woman 
cooked nice food and nil the 
three ale U. 

The ncxl clay more merchants 
bought Pravarsi's predictions for 
the day and iliey confident*! him 
a man of worth. Bravura had 
enough money now to take a 
home and live independently. 

Accidental!) one of die mer- 
chant one day found that Pm- 



vara was an expert m diamonds, 
lie gave him a job on a decent 
monthly salary. 

Life wtts now very happy for 
the ihrceof them, Onh “granny'’ 
wondirtl why (he wife and husb- 
and never exchanged a single 
word, B, in^' u wise old woman 
she told herself. *' who can 
penetrate the mysteries of mar- 

ripd life r 

One day a trader from ihc 
mum 1 1 hfiiught ni extraordinary 
diamond to the king of the city 
and offered it Torn i rove rupees 







The king desired 10 possess This 
bcuutdut gem but he wanted 
to have ihe opinion of experrs 
before paying such a huge price. 

So the diamond merchants of 
i he place were called to the 
palace. They ^iw the liintoand 
by turns and estimated its price 
variously from 75 lakhs in two 
crorcs. When it was PravaraS 
turn, he too examined the gem 
carefully and said. 14 This diu- 
raond is worth exactly one rupee 
Of course, That is the charge for 
culling it. As for the material 
it h utterly worthless " 

This wns a (embte ihip in the 
face for the trader from the south, 
His reputation was shattered 
He shouted. “ You should not 
say such things without proving 
them." 

To prove what he said Pravara 
dashed the diamond against an 
iron plate and it was shattered 
into a thousand bit*, 

1 he king was impressed by the 
wisdom of Pravura. That very 




day he appointed him us one 
of his advisers. Piavara justified 
the king's choice by giving him 
W i-;c Counse I 1 m severe I oceasii i ns. 
A short while later the king - * 
minister died nm\ Pravani was 
given the ptM us there was none 
eke more suited for it. 

After Pravjtrn became minislcr 
his private affairs became subject 
of general gossip. One day the 
royal washerwoman told the 
queen that the minister's wife 
wtMt an uncommonly bcautifliil 
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lady TIic queen in her turn told 
this to the king. Prnvtua wav a 
common man befere he was made 
a minister. How could a com- 
mon num have an uitLOnirrn uly 
beautiful wife? This puzzled 
the king. Also, he wanted lo see 
how beautiful lib minister's wife 
really wav. 

To satisfy his curiosity the 
king devised ;i plan. One day 
he invited lib minister £o dine 
with him. The queen herself 
was made 10 prepare the food 



and serve it Pravimt understood 
the king's Intcniioo. He must do 
to the king what the king did to 
him. He could invite the king for 
dinner. Hut how could he ask 
a strange lady to prepare food 
and attend upon his guest? 

Not knowing what to <lo, 
Fra vara went home that night 
and lay in hb bed. When 
■ granny " told him to come for 
food he said. "I am not hungry v " 
The princess guessed i hat some- 
thing wav troubling Pravara and 
that it concerned herself. She 
said to the old woman. 11 Tell 
him. granny, that if there is an y- 
ihing to he done, il will be done 
Whv should he go without food 
and worry himself? " 

Hearing these words Prnviira 
was greatly relieved. He sat be- 
fore his meal and *aid, ,l Granny, 
today the king gave me p dinner. 

It was prepared and served by 
i he queen herself. K it noi pro- 
per that we return the king's 
hospitality 1 “ 
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fc 'Tc!l liim. granny/’ said the 
princes “i h it I loo am prepare 
and serve good dishes I '-hall 
mi tag behind the queen 

Next day the king was invik~d 
ui dine at the minister ta house 
The princess prepared very good 
dished She served them to the 
brig and went away. Before 
coming Kick for reserving, she 
changed her dollies, ornaments 
and even her bnir-ayle so thnt 
the king believed that two differ- 
ent women attended upon him. 

t he king wem home and told 
his wife “Ctaf minister ha* 
two wive^. Both are such beau* 
ficsP“ flic queen had a great 
desire to see them. So she 
suggested to the King. H ArAlit^ 
(laifu is at hand, l ei us invite 
oar minis le; and Ids wives to 
accompany us. that day. to the 
sea Ihcy too can taU pai:. in 
t he ceremony o f ha i hi ng-cou pies/ ' 

Accordingly the king extended 
an invitation to his minister to 
accompany bint In the sea with 




bis wives on the A ni /today# day, 
Pfnvarw was now in a worse 
plight than before Preparing 
and serving food ro .1 guest was 
out thing and taking part in the 
ceremony i>( bathing-couples was 
another. How could he make 
such a icqiiesi to the lady who 
was nut liis tawful wife? 

PravuTa came home and lay 
down tormented by this problem, 
When the old kidy came and 
culled him ideal, he replied that 
he was not hungry, 
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The primes said, " Ask him, 
granny. how it is that he loses 
his appetite so frequent!). Does 
he not know (hat those who 
helped him once can help him 
again, if necessary. He who pro- 
tects can order too h it not 

$or 

Pruvura stopped wonting and 
»i i I before his meaL He cold 
a granny " about the king's invit- 
ation. 

" Let him accept (he invitation, 
granny, Let seven closed pa Inn- 
quins be ordered and seven sets 



of clothing and jewellery got 
ready. Let them &ct up a tent 
with seven entrances on the 
beach. Everything will be m 
order " the princess said. 

On the J nlJi/Attya day seven 
closed Palanquins accompanied 
the minister^ palanquin. Only 
one of i hem contained the prin- 
cess, Kaiwbu mm*! IL The seven 
palanquins were set down behind 
the tent with seven entrances. 
From the first entrance of the 
tent the princess stepped forth 
and joined the minister * n the 
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beach. They tied their clothes 
together according tu the custom 
and bathed toother. Then The 
princess went buck to the tent 
Soon *hc come out of ihc even'd 
cittfanoe dressed and looking 
like a diJTcrciH person and repen- 
ted the ceremony with the 
minister. She did tins seven times. 

The king and queen who were 
watching this thought that seven 
dilfcrcni Indies came out of the 
tent and bathed with the rnirtis- 
ter- Each one of them was n 
great beauty i 

the next day the queen sent 
seven sets nf gifts tor flic seven 
wives o) the miimiei through her 
matd and instructed her to And 
out the names of all the seven 
ladies* The rr.i 1 arrived at the 
minister** house and requested 
for an interview with the 
minister's wives. 

On in *it rue lions from the 
princess "granny” me! die 
queen's maid and said* “1 am 
a final the queen made a mistake. 




The minister has tti/jhi wives. 
One of them could not go to die 
sc. i because ihc was unwell 
Their n am ci arc the same os 
those of i he eight w tves o\ Lord 
Krishna. They avoid one another 
and you have to meet ihem one 
by me " 

The queen's muM ran hack and 

returned with an extra gift* The 
princes* come to her eight limes, 

each time in u different dns* and 
conversed with her* each tune in 
a different voice and accent 



CHANOAMUH 








A few days later ibe princess 
instigated "granny” 10 serve 
food in excess wink Pravura was 
cai in i? 

He protested to the old lady, 
■■ Wliai is die matter with you 
today, granny"? Do you think 
ihui f have a bigger si.mi.tch 
today ? Why are you serv ing me 
so much rood ?” 

"Tell him. granny said the 

princess mischievously, 14 that, if 
he cannot eat all the food, there 
are others to finish off wllut he 
leaves over.” 

New Pm vara understood how 
the young lady was disposed to- 
wards him. When the princess 
brought him pun after food, he 
asked her, “when arc wc going 
to get married? r 



She replied, * I left home in 
Order to find a husband worthy 
of me. In that very mslftiit < iod 
has presented you before me Tint 
I was blind and mistook « gem 
for a glass head I followed you 
only out of helplessness. You 
never even looked a I me Cart I 
hope to meet a nobler man ! You 
were not aware of tL hut in mv 
mind I have been your wife fora 
Song time now, 1 ' 

Pravara w ‘&s very happy to 
hear i his, He took the lirst 
opportunity of informing she king 
about his coming marriage. The 
kiii£ heard to the full story of 
PravuraS wife with tm conceded 
wonder and at last exclaimed. 

What an extraordinary 
woman f ” 




or Jaksbaiifa. on the 
bunk* of 3 he Vitasjl I was a nee 
Riled by K. in^* Kalin radim* He 
was a follower of Buddhism* 
Hut in his kingdom there were 
seven I who advocated the Vedic 
religion, The king never forced 

his subject t o adopt rhe Bud- 
dhisl Lived Only when people 
voluntarily approached him he 
used to initiate l hem. 

Among those who l bus adopted 
the Buddhist creed was one rich 
merchant cubed Vitosiaduil, But 
his son. Rntnadun. was an mdem 
believer of the Vedie cull. So. he 
was always condemning and 
cursing his lather* 

"You die a sinner. You have 
strayed away from the virtuous 
Vedie path and adopted atheist 



creeds. Instead of worshipping 
Brahmans you take to Ijegyiir- 
worship. This accursed religion 
is for i hose w ho do not kith? 
properly, who cat any time of the 
day, w ho lead a life of ease with- 
out let or hindrance. lounging 
j ra i he t nktirm along with loafers 
of all castes and communities 
How could you take to it?" 
Rainodutt would ask Jiis fa i her. 

And the lather would reply 
with a great pain in his heart: 
"Son. you >ccm n> think that 
cMcrnut symbols arc the true 
Creed, Do you bdtevc that real 
Brahmanism is that which is 
inherited ? To control one's emo- 
tions. l;o practise the virtues of 
Truth and Ahimsa — that is true 
Brahmanism. Why do you always 
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abuse and curse this noble creed 
which oflcni protection to nil 
living creatures ? You should 
develop tolerance and charity/' 
But RatnadutL whose heart was 
full of hatred did not listen to his 
father's word*. Hk attitude to Ins 
fin (her grew from bad to worse 
One day Ytiastadutt went to 
the king and fold him all about 
his son. 

The king Mid tt» him, lh On 
some pretext or other you brmg 
your son to me f shall s£e 
what cua he done with him." 



The very no t day Vitost&dutt 
came to the king accompanied by 
his son . RatnadutL The king pro- 
tended to be enraged ut the inert 
sight of Ruinudutt. He shouted 
to his servants, ‘‘Seize thb trail or 
and behead him at once/’ 
Rdtrmduti listened U> this and 
shivered with fear and dismay. 

\l\s father pleaded before the 
king, - I beg Your Highness to 
consider well befor acting/’ 

Hie king seemed to relent a 
Hit, He said, "Well then I shall 
postpone the punishment for two 
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months At the end of that him 
you bring hjai to me. Yon cun 
now take him home." 

Rulrtadult pondered well in his 
mind as to what crime he could 
have done towards the king, 
that he should order him to be 
beheaded However much he 
thought he could not lincl an> 
reason for the king's anger. Day 
or nigh i, he could not forget 
the impending death and lie 
was greatly agitated in his mind, 
lie could neither eal nor sleep 
and, at the end of I wo months, he 
was so emaciated that he appeared 
to be more dead ihan alive. 

At the end of the two months 
Vitustudun took his son to the 
court and presented him before 
the king, 

" What is the matter with you*" 
asked the king, sccmg the woeful 



condition of Rrtfftadtitt. “Arc 
you not eating food ? f never 
ordered that you should go with- 
out food ! *' 

” Your Highness/" replied Rai- 
nadutt in anguish, “ when yon 
commanded that I should he kill* 
ud you also commanded I hat 1 
should neither cal nor sleep, hear 
of death has brought me to this 
state.” 

“So now you know what fear 
of death is ! Like you, every liv- 
ing thing desires life. Now. tell 
me irony thing can be nobler than 
the creed of preserving precious 
life, 41 the king said. 

These words of the king 
brought wisdom to Rainudutt, 

He at once fell upon the king's 
feet and begged him to initiate 
him into the Buddhist creed. The 
king gladly did ^o. 




CHIKKA THE ROBBER 



tloacc there wrus a rolilcr * 
l.liiU. i w. In ii.mip 
A Wllv jit ltd W05 III' i 

ljunnfflu ft ill iiis faiHii, 

hi hr. njtiw? hiftu 
Thnir Wr fit ft Inmidu fine ; 

The fi.iir j AHU! nndtli:*. Xiiqa 
\V,r, wthIuip rJ -it liiftl :,h i 4 np 



l hikha tin- tuUwi vift 
]Jit- cosily mi\ r.ijij 





In Ik .imiiitit ii ■ i ii s le 
LkiifJi.u mi] Idlin' him Lni'ret 



"Lul ciu|hi ami durtmesii rumi ; 
Let |iwpli! lu idwy retire 
Thru I'll mh llti^ jaMsb,' 
Thought LMliit tatfirruj firtr. 

Niitlit ,im] darkness codic : 
iViijiti; In tdiiiy diruJ, 
liukfo nfbi (lie shrine : 

I It: l [ln j linen uhs Innkd outride. 

It vi 1 , in the ttaiquR quail! 

Whq uukn al the amlimilil hum 






Ami fimlmrj it stranger mwk 
Lndal thu Unit pie duur, 

Jilmutmi] ahum hr ran 
And Lhe Umu Huhti up at uQDij 
All Itu: k laj a mrn i;antn uul 
l^di mi tli ft muni and a lance 

They readied the tcrniiie ijali- 
Anti brake open Hu? dm i 
WSuin In ! Imforn llieni sEixvf 
I he teirililn ipldi&i [if ymv 

H tk Ik Kali Ik" 

Tlfcy hrord her shrill vvio cry 1 



iVfuni p Lieut 



In i iui rial tiar they flirf. 

Fur wit i vill udi fit dll ' 1 

Was slur indued Ihn rpMess? 
N'.i, it mum rlbrn tinny 
l.lilkLl I III* lUlillrt ft !ll 1 

Si;aml llir hr.ivr Imjfj s inm. 



II; ijalhurrri liar rjiiUi- u hml 
And liifiijliiti) vuml lie* ^ay 3 
Tlte fjuard I rum a digtefflce sto* 
flu? ihirf and Hup! ah day I 
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In the city of Amamati there 

was a poor family consisting of 
a Bra 1 man, his wife, their son and 
daughter* in-law P AH the four 

were pandits and fK^ |s ' So the 
people used to call them the 
pandiFfnmily, 

The pangs of poverty arc hard 
to bear. Having heard that King 
Bhoja was inclined to help pan- 
dits ami poets, die pandit-family 
undertook .1 journey to die city 
of Dbaru (now known as l fpirth 
As they came in sight of their 
destination they met an old 
Brahman with a heavy bundle on 
his shoulder coming towards 



Ibem form the city. 

Where are you nil going to?" 
the old Brahman asked the elder 

pundit, the head of the family. 

14 We are going to sec King 
Bhoja who is wdfwrsed m all 
the Vrda* and the Pu.rn 
replied the elder pandit. 

11 You suy the king is w'dl- 
versed, But I doubt if he knows 
how 10 read at all. If he could 
read the curse of poverty that 
Fate has inscribed on my fore- 
head, would he have given me so 
much wealth ?" 

Having thus complimented the 
great charity pf King Bhoja, the 



P, SaIUDA&FVI 



old man departed, The pandit* 
family was glad to see this proof 
of tile king's philanthropy. Evi- 
dently he did not look down on 
i he poor. 

Before any out side rs entered 
the city they had 10 obtain per- 
mission from Lhe Court. So the 
pandit-family made their camp 
under a spreading banyan tree 
just outside the city-walls and 
sent wend (0 the king. 

After some time a messenger 
came to see them. Me earned 
a tumbler filled u> Ihc brim with 
milk and offered it to the elder 
Brahman as a gift from the 
king to the pandit- family. 

Through this git i the king 
meant to convey to the new* 
Comers that the city was already 
full of pundits and there was no 
room for any mure. The elder 
Brahman understood ihU. Ho 
added some sugar fo the milk 




and told the messenger, ,l lake 

it back to the king." The Brah- 
man wanted to convey to the 
king that the newcomers would 
mix with the pundit* of Ihc city 

as sugar mixed with milk. Also 
they could add new swcclne^ 

The king understood the Brah- 
man and whs very glad. 

1 he king desired to test the 
pandit-family some more. He 
dressed hnmcli Ife an ordinary 



citizen arid reached the banyan 
CIMNDAMAXU 



tree al-MLU {he lime of sim^-L 
lie \a\s only site ladies ihere, Me 
went to ihe river expecting the 
mules U> be there til lhar even- 
mi; prayers. However tie saw 
only ih-e Brahman's son ;ii ihc 
river rhr king looked at Hint 
queslicmingiy, and inking some 
water in hi- hands, drank it In 
doing so ihe king was asking the 
young lira liman, “ Are you not 
the same enste as the great Brfta- 



man Agastya, who drank down 
ill diet s;c .ms ,i i one gulp?" 

Ute young Brahman under' 
stood i his silent quest im and 
asked in return another by 
throwing a stone into the water. 
Uk question was, ** Are you not 
a Kshatnya like Sree Rama who 
bridged the ocean hy ih towing 
stones in it?"' 

King Blioja was very much 
pleased ai this and went home. 




¥ i T ¥ % l 0 ^ / »V ¥ mm 40 * 

He wifi still anxious to bm 
the luetic gifts the family 
fbv'-f sed So Ih t dreaded himself 
U a wood-cut ter* took a bundle 
fire-wood upon his head and 
.nmc out of f lie city pates as they 
were about lo he closed. 

He itppfoaclied the pandii- 
family resting under the banyan 
tree and said to the elder 
Brahman. 11 Sir, I earned too 
long m the forest. No* the city 
gates are closed. Lei me spend 
the ui^hl here. I shall go away 
in the morning/' 

The elder Brahman agreed* 
saying, You are welcome. This 
place is nobody's property.*' 

All of them could not go to 
sleep for fear of thieves So the 
family decided to keep awake hy 
turns while the rot slept. The 
first one to keep watch was the 
elder Brahnlftfj. During hh watch 

V 4> r> * 4 .4 4 v 4 4 




the king spoke out where foe 
lay : 

■ r fn ifiti n'ltf tippy aw U t 

Thin* ttt pw arr Je*m nt pteawtr.' 

And the elder Brahman replied ; 

* I tjr in A art, st-mmi ihr arw4 
Phi tuitnx thmitm? vf (imV 

After a tinre the elder Bmhnian 
woke vjp hts wife and went lo 
sleep During her watch lin- 
king said where he lay : 

Ifi 1/(6 unhupjn \wrtJ 
fan (hm$* uf<r dttmed plemam*" 



chaxdamama 




The Brahman's wife replied: 

” Tkt rnadr of xu%m 

W if* hot) ftrt ttj Httof, 

Presently l lie son took over the 
watch from his mother and the 
king said where he lay : 

'■ in thi t unhappy vmtU 
Pknxuu J r rJir hi/- jf birthpfact 

The young Brahman replied: 
" Slu m tin on Shew Hill. 

yUhmi tfn the 0<* un vf Milk " 

(Lord Shiva's wife was the 
daughter of the king of Himalaya 
and Lakshmi. the wife of Vishnu 
was born out of the Milky Ocean. 
Both Shiva and Vishnu have 
made their wives" birthplaces 
[hear residence*) 



During the last watch 
the dawn, when the dm 
In-law was awake the kint 
where he lay : 

1 tn thi*unh#Fpy wwld 
Hainan i,t thv only plcwurt “ 

The young girl shrewdly guess 
cd that the wood-cutter was 
none other than King Khoja and 
replied: 

' Sbr u'toogavr birth to fiur 
/ j I t i iw, O Kb rj? Bkojc” 

The king at once got up and 
went home in the dark. 

Fatly next morning tbc family 
had an invitation from the king. 
He honoured each one of them 
in his very best manner and gave 
them all permanent employment 
in his court. 
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Ynti will flu. I uti \hv iiLhi'li' *-pvnf“. .if iH* mini her - u.. |ihf>|<M fm 
wlnr'h the CApriuijH nrr l.y im In Ihn ii^un' i V uv itluo vm 

w'ill HekI a fjiiir «4 fjLuUn mi i > i . ■ in >14-' '*i\ . i*. f ■ :*r whn-li hi> tnlt *u|ijih 

I, lie iqilH. 

?iit( fruto frrptpmLKJT inu in on^rnnl^ you wiEJ supply rJie hn--i 
[*>v.<bh' jmtr nf rJtjilior.H hi. the phaLi** ii.p|M‘iiriu^ i»i I In- iiisi.Jt' l-uvci* 
«.f " (ElniTidiiniutu* " 



I r ln f"j Th.’ >eptf'Hil"‘f IH5& l**in 




+ flj I frt li* II (J llglltftl III I [I 

hmjH fi.E' Mir iihiiir- i m i r lif 

lilii.Tmi, The p* pit in it h ii V, mii lit 
ljci m a. pAir. r*iT liri wninJn, 
plinuM'* ut iljurt null le fn’t * 

• Tin. mi|riiitiiA i Jmiif I "■■mb n- 



* 'li'fj r»- pmiriif rajitiurcn fuim i-li-n-il 

||. I Will 111 1 It V. L [4 1 1 h 1 1 In M 

* 

• I'li ...i writ 1 1 i U l ■, ii- I v j ih ilii 
.npfl'Mip nn h. puertitkftJ 4111 iJ 

H ft* 1 * " ( ■lumLl-Uit-uim 

VUuu, t Vp( iwi i . in 1 1 1 . j t ilii* i^i 
V| nil 'Jl'y 





THE MOON 



* Our mngimnr b named after l H nr1r Moon. £k> 
Ini Mu h ru n Nome law* about til*? ro*l moon 
m tWi ilijr 



’ Tim minim giw.-t real lift a Ur eurili ill an orbit 
u-hhit i* mile* louj;. TU# otbil ii 



Uut |ini. . Uy rottild At tiiiieH tin* mm in t<» infra ft% near Or. 
STSI.nUil mil' m jmiJ gne* 0# far a* 2*2, hid miles. 

* Tn t.l<N orbit the mnnii ninvrx ill m »prr*d ■of mile* an 

Ei.au r. f.'i hinpli' Ling ut\r, round in -7 cIuvh. 7 bourn. |3 mlmiJto* iiiul 
li wetmUn, 

’ Tiio uii a i ii fliu-i m <lL.mn tnr uf 2,161 mile* mid ii idmimffcrertCe 
df fl.Tdfr mile*. IU tlitffttt area La I i.UftcXihkO mjuuro huVm. II* 
wuiglii 1 * 7 H i U 00 ,W!’K» 1 t»H) t i|On tKH'ir.tMltJ Loiii. 

* Moon Hhiur’rt by I In ^utdlghl I h it Till- «li it W< get ab^iit 
17 «f thin 'iiinEght n* moonlight. The lijiht ■«! the mn U 

0 I h i mi i tiiir n ntron«i*r than ih<- tight ftOIH lh» lull HK>OII 

p The moan in full of wide <. ratem The foigjiCAt of thn ■ it* called 
piobmy and i» 11* mlbe wide- Thu dee |e*ft eraloc u called 
Tb* opliilti# and i* feet deep. The higlie-d vitthli. jwiik 

on ihir in uoTi i- ( lodhuit/, lt» lieigh I b 24.970 feet. 

* The gravitatiuiiiil poll *»f the union La ahoul one-xixl.li UuU of 
thr e .trl.fr .1 tul *ti iihjfii't. that iruuld a nigh n lb* cm earth wjmltl 
weigh mi]; ri Hi nil tin iimmiii. 

■ lioth hem. find old am much more nevere on the muon than 
■ in the earth. Jl- *Uj temperature m about nrfl thr night, 

tnmpej-utiLru JlH> Li.-lnn ffWidng 

& BO through the Ulggajfi telescope ou oajLli the moon, appear* 
.r *iv-n IVuin h dictato r o I only 2 A ruili-x. 

The Eh ii hr * that oh- round the nun arc j- filled pUnot* i«d the 
hndioj that circle round the } diets ‘ i* MtMIltew Our earth in n 
planet und ihr onion l« It* aatidlite 



THE BACK COVER 



THE I’ORTRAM ON THE WALL-1 

ONcmipon .i lime, there lived on a mountainside in C hina, 
a young farmer named Chuang. He was a very nice hoy. 
He worked hard all the year round. He earned enough 
to live comfortably. But most of his earnings were taken 
away by the svicked emperor in the shape of taxes. So he 
was left poor. He could not take n wife anti have the 
Comforts of a family. He wa> doomed to permanent 
poverty and Umliucss. 

When his friends saw Chuang they would sing : 

■i jpj, r Emperor# fot m* nr e bursting full* 

Poor Clitmtifi hath' t a penny* 

Thr. llmpmr ha * wirr-* foj scorm and dtamto t 
Pvor Ofmang fount <my.' r 

An artist saw the misery *>f Chuaftg and paimed a Jife-sfre 
picture of a beautiful girl He thought tire picture wouTd 
give the young mars some pleasure. He put it up on a 
wall inside Chuang’s house, so that it brightened i he 
home and made it look less lonely, 

C'huang fell in love with the girl on the wall. She looked 50 
nice and so real She seemed to he keeping him company. 
He looked upon her us his own wife. When ihe went 
out to the fields next morning he looked at the painting 
and thought, * How nice it would be if only she could 
cook for me l ** 




'S'lin INnrln Hi I J I9fn. iJUp^nnnt part u| llir Hindu 

€«Je, linn uiit-ru ii od 1 1 u> i'ri-v (Ifjnf i irrurm iTi. I herirnr biw ■hic.-r Jiyth 
Miry. Ai;i - shrink u> rtu* law |m indtftimv i* Mir rute fur (he entire 
H iii'lii i uni nil i li 1 y. Divump ife tdro j*rxuittrtl under nruin n Pie Li Mourn 




f( U f*itiinttlrd than 1 , (Hr) vftTrr!* mnv be >|- -nil upun ludi-i. 
RaiJv. mi under ihr Scefuitl Fire-Year Hun, Thin in mure tluM 
time# * In' tniuiirK *priit during Un- Fir»i lln TJu- 
let ft ( Mimnnt to hr under Mir Sei un4 Plan In emu* 

ft 9 * 

In \fjiy Lii MMiidi.i Miieiij|o mm IimIlI Hi Ttlftiihny. N-m : *. 

l.tHW ethiliiln were du|il&?ed Ov r r 130 mrff given iwuy. 

Sbfi & V. of Bobbib, WbOUMlt about tfHi uhhibiM got 

Hu- utfnii important pM/m mr(aihit|s tlr FUJp.umikh of PKJ t SI 1 
T ropby , 




Ruiuftlly twii Uimulayuu Perk* were r uui|u*!r*il by different 

i ifitiiLinimm, K AiK^hLUijiiugu llu ibiid hjpJir**.i jumL .n t Uu ^ -.-i 3 ri ■* 
eourjru r->d by Hrit.^h i-ipeditiun led by It; , Hinrlert tCv-viut, oh Uni 
L tfi. A Vnrncli rvpodiHnn i d by . Jrrvti Krniii-u ^•tiu|iipte<1 M.A^Sn 
peak, the Rif c ti In Mir Ai>r(d» rm \I«V 'AW- 
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Kashmir Prinrtw ‘ in Aif Indi-i hrnrtuUk>& it 1 
jilniic vah dcrimyni trn tin? rvn of thr Hninliiiif LV>nfet£iX£0 # QMS 
Nimwiik An inquiry ihout, ihc wtiriiU-ol KTf^tvd iJi.ti O ■ plane wa- 
•tw/lfoyod by imttffl *g«f ifmimgli * rtnio*boinh rxpltttimi 

* i * 

It y tliv iViiitrni* unW * nu-v Ministry "I Iruu *.u< 

COhitiMlml mi bUy tfSK Kim T. T. Kn«l L tt!tni -■ h*ri who w in Ju 
of I'oranMuvfi ftfttl Itiilailry Ina* k«i pal in dbr^ of tin* now MintMi> 

# # # 

TfcOOfl r.irlv iv mm in |, h* I'rnfod Kinfldmu *■! »i r I rl n *n%kt if 
midnight of H*y &B-9& On tbo nijiht of May 31, Qmfi ffttfettwrtffc 
<lnoii)mj n miiin of cmctitniboy u> kt*-ji ^ lit- riUl m'rviirwi rnuniujt i n 

fftr f* (|, r nj J |^ r . 

4 4 » 

I'VnWQt fVt-mil* ifc** of I'ornJi cherry. Komkut, iTufio mid 
Ynniuji vp jM In- " |purt inn on AutniMy for ibo JNwdiohoriyr tfbUe, The nr 
■H YoLr™ fULiil tlu v lull rWv ! 3W niiiJiT>ifn» lu llto Awm.- hi 1»J v 

I Uit_v will aIih> dei'l ^03 liietnljm to tfw \nrkuj* innrncilpnl i uuiiuLLb la 

I I ic four *i ml oHr* II n- dt'iridnJ ilial llw elpclknii "linli lake plan? I.n 
thv ibmJ wmik. "f J u!y. 

• * * 

riimn 'M i rii. " t- i \ f j Imi 'Mitrtl f tn ill tc Soviet t'ninn mi June I 
Airtuw pm ikd Ijy lil.* liuujj I lIa’i'. Mr*. Indira (iuudhj On lip w*y lit 
iuuehixl ((VjntJil of Kff.vpl ), Prnjjitt 1 f On pi 1*1 uf i fra huftkJv4$tU) 

nut tP-indw'l U+»fiptr on -fum- Ahem In? hnd v gfirrU -m'Mntnr, 

«,L'| Imtl r|j ■ Sn jet * limn for l»-*J Wi‘l'k». 

Itwi’HUTil ly AYHrn * fHJofc hUcovoiy of hufin ' b** Ikmw iram 
luted Hit ■' lin m*n. 
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iViMli'il I’-.' It, N AM KKLltU aI ihr ilL. \. K l‘f*i Mu AlJiilta. jfX ui.r tWiInfacri I l-jjj 
Jen IjhdirJuiii.iLli'i JJjffn* tft m CririLrciLlrtg Htfltitr ' CTlAftlf H'.'lNl 



Our* c'VtMiEng 1 1 1 1 -H •- iitml Vm- 1 ^ + 1 m t i u the- fnr .* M ufL 

TK-u diirg Ti^' i: in^mnj'miic-l tin m < ■ «i r i y i n ="11 tin 1 Ki dirt in it* 
iuhilEi m rn*-e it diniilrl ntin All t thTt ,r - »ut un (Nr- gmii 3 |r 
A lii jt. 1 1 ."l f I min wfkir'i wiu* Ki^ni 7 iii|; urarhv pfiw (hfiii ttvl 

Haw ileire ih.em> kidh >'anui ami htw whifir f ii 4 n 
Iijuvim]* inv luin.li 1 1 Hihu.ll friith tcin Llmni out of tiu'ir wits/ llio 

bml rain thought, ll h untried iii In i’l and rlmr^Hj ,it Lli 1:111 
P^Hiipllt Du*-tmnl Vlu^ u*>k ihf ijuJjit'JIji Irons ■TjjirJr,' imfnMod 
it ivml dum-vd it In llto ram. U tv, in itn? lug:. hod rant tlmt uim 
fri^liUm^l out nt ili nil* It i irninl Kirk and^nui 4 way I or th -nr lilt* 
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